Stanly County Agri-Cultural Center

Historical Background - The proposed Agri-Cultural Center 1is
a culmination of efforts and concerns of many interested
citizens, community leaders, and elected officials for the last
decade. As the unofficial name denotes, this proposed facility
will serve as an educational laboratory for agricultural science
as well as a center for the county's cultural activites. The
following provides a brief historical perspective of the center's
two major components:

1. The Agri-Business Community - In 1981-82 a Farm Bureau
Committee was created with Spurgeon Brooks, Chairman; Wendell
Talley, Vernon Almond, Jay Brice Burleson, Keith Hill and Chester
Lowder. This committee's formation was a result of years of
discussion by our farmers on the need for better training and

educational facilities for the county's farm community. On July
28, 1982, this committee met with the previous Board of
Commissioners and presented the needs for a new facility. This

facility would contain office space, laboratories and meeting .
facilities for the farm related agencies that serve the agri -
business community. From that meeting it was agreed that the Farm
Bureau Committee should begin examining potential sites and the
costs for land acquisition. Commissioner Tony Lowder was

selected by the previous board to serve as liaison with the Farm
Bureau Committee.

2. Civic Center-Auditorium Concept - The needs and plans
for a civic center were originally discussed in 1978-79 under the
Board of Commissioners, chaired by Dr. Davis Fort. It was
believed that such a center should serve many purposes - for
graduation exercises of our local schools, concerts and plays,
training seminars, banquets and rallies. Such a multi-purpose
facility would provide educational and cultural opportunities
heretofore unavailable to our citizens.

Present Plans - Near the end of the previous board's term
the commissioners gave unanimous approval to the concept of the
Agri-Cultural Center and initiated steps to purchase land. The
present Board of Commissioners at the beginning of its term gave
unanimous approval to the Farm Bureau Committee's proposal and
purchased a 33 acre tract, one mile west of the Albemarle
city limits. This property, adjoining Highway 24-27, Newt
Road and Canton -Church Road is located at the geographical
center of the county.

The Board of County Commissioners, the Farm Bureau Committee
and representatives from local cultural organizations traveled
across the state to inspect and compare existing agricultural
centers and civic auditoriums.

The farm-related agencies were asked to provide information







